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UNCLAS BANGKOK 9363 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC TH (TREVINO, LINDA) 

SUBJ: PRESS REPORT OF KIDNAPPING IN THAILAND 

REF: BANGKOK 9361 

CONSULAR REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS THAT LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN 
BAN CHANG/RAYONG DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO LOCATE KIDNAPPED 
CHILD, INCLUDING ASSIGNING SPECIAL POLICE TO THE INVESTIGATION. 
UNFORTUNATELY, NO FIRM LEADS HAVE MATERIALIZED TO DATE, 

BUT POLICE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF INVESTIATION IS QUOTE 
SANGUINE ABOUT A SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES THEORIZE THAT KIDNAPPERS ARE MEMBERS OF 
ONE OF SEVERAL GROUPS IN THE BAN CHANG/RAYONG AREA WHO DEAL 
IN FINDING AND ACCEPTING UNWANTED AMER-THAI CHILDREN AND PASSING 
THEM ALONG THROUGH ADOPTION CHANNELS TO AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN 
FAMILIES. SUCH CHILDREN 

USUALLY COMMAND A PRICE OF BAHT 3,000 (US$150). MR. TREVINO'S 
WIFE'S SISTER HAS CONTACTED ONE SUCH GROUP IN THE BAN CHANG/ 
RAYONG AREA, AND IS ASSURED THAT THE CHILD IS NOT BEING 
HELD BY THAT GROUP. MR. TREVINO HAS PLACED ADVERTISEMENTS 
IN THE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS OFFERING A BAHT 10,000 (SUS500) RANSOM 
FOR THE RETURN OF HIS CHILD, BUT NO ONE HAS CONTACTED HIM TO DATE. 
THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES AGAIN THEORIZE THAT THE KIDNAPPERS WILL 
CONTACT MR. TREVION FOR THE RANSOM AS (1) HE AND HIS WIFE ARE 
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CONSIDERED IN THE AREA TO BE OF SOME WEALTH, AND (2) THE KIDNAPPERS 
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COULD OBVIOUSLY MAKE MORE FROM THE RANSOM THAN FROM SELLING 
THE CHILD IN THE LOCAL ADOPTION MARKET. AS THERE WERE 
SEVERAL EYEWITNESSES TO THE KIDNAPPING, POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION 
OF THE CULPRITS, WHEN AND IF THEY ARE APPREHENDED, SHOULD PROVE 
NO PROBLEM. MR. TREVINO TOLD THE CONSULAR REPRESENTATIVE THAT 
HE IS SATISFIED WITH THE MANNER IN WHICH THE INVESTIATION HAS 
BEEN CONDUCTED THUS FAR. THE EMBASSY, OF COURSE, WILL CONTINUE 
TO PRESS THE CASE WITH THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND PROVINCIAL 
POLICE HEADQUARTERS, BANGKOK KINTNER 
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